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Clark, Ross to share music publishing tips 

With a career that has led him to being inducted into the British Columbia Country Music Hall of Fame this April while he is 
still charting songs with some of Canada's young, rising country stars, Larry Wayne Clark is going to share the benefits of his 
experience. Joining forces with his partner Maggie Ross, they are going to present a Mysteries of Music Publishing seminar 
in Hampton at the Vintage Bistro on March 2 at 7 p.m. The event is free and they will be taking questions from attendees. 

Clark's family is from New Brunswick and he spent time here as a 
child. He and Ross moved back to Canada from Nashville when 
Clark realized he was going to need medical treatment. 

"My career began in Vancouver," says Clark of his music, moving 
there after growing up in Montreal. 

Ross, who is from London, England, met Clark in 1980. 

Clark says she didn't know he was into music when they met. After 
doing regular jobs for many years, he became involved in the local 
music scene. He began writing songs and after some local 
success, started a publishing company. 

"Maggie is a good organizer," he says, noting she looked after the 
business end of things. Clark didn't seek a career in music until he 
wound up in Vancouver and started writing in his late 20s. 

He is also a producer, and he worked with a young Lisa Brokop 
when she was starting out in the country scene in British Columbia. 

Clark was named producer of the year at the British Columbia 
Country Music Association Awards from 1991-94. 

"I'm not somebody who writes out of personal experience," he 
says. "I really like writing songs, seeing the songs come together 
from whatever spark." 

He says that he can come up with a good draft of a song in a few 
hours, especially if he's working with a co-writer. The draft is then 

worked on until there is a finished product. While he looks after the creative side of things, Ross became involved with song-
plugging, promoting the songs to people on the music industry. 

"When we moved to Nashville, it seemed like the thing to do. I got to know the decision makers," says Ross. She pushed 
songs and built up a network, having meetings during the day and attending showcases at night. 

Clark had his biggest successes in America with Lee Greenwood, receiving air play and landing a song on a greatest hit 
collection. He also worked with Buddy Jewel, winner of the first Nashville Star singing contest and Chris Young, who won 
Nashville Star a few years later. 

Clark co-wrote Young's first single after the television show, and it was performed at the Grand Ole Opry and on the Jay 
Leno show. 

Clark's recent Canadian successes have been songs on the debut disc by New Brunswick artist Francelle Maria and the 
current hit by JayDee Bixby. Clark pitched Dream Bigger to Bixby, runner up on Canadian Idol in 2007, and Bixby did some 
re-writing to make the song suit him. Clark has also written with Adam Gregory and J.R. Vautour. 

The couple is giving the presentation on March 2 because they have a lot of information they want to share. They spoke to 
Jean Surette, executive director of Music New Brunswick, to find out what kind of contribution they could make. 

"What we find, most people are singer/songwriters," says Clark of the New Brunswick scene. "They do the 'troubadour' thing. 
I'm writing songs I want to get out into the world." 

He said he is finding local talent want to know about how to do that. He said there are income streams they don't know about, 
such as songs being used in televison, ringtones and karaoke. 

As for artists who want to sell their songs, Ross has some advice. 

"Be open to any feedback you get on your songs. In Nashville, you're competing with people who have songs on the charts." 
Clark says there is constant rejection in the songwriting business. 

"It's easier for me to take the rejection than the person who wrote the songs," she says. "Be open to hearing 'no' a lot." 

Clark says one of the mistakes artists make is thinking they're further along than they really are. 

"Listen to the radio a lot. Be contemporary without being a clone," he says, adding that people don't do enough self criticizing 
and don't listen enough to what's being played on radio. 

They are hoping to get back to British Columbia for Clark's induction. He said they haven't been back to B.C. in about 15 
years. 
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At the event in Hampton, Ross said they will give a presentation about music publishing and hopefully answer a lot of 
questions, and they are hoping for more chances to spread their wisdom and experience to other artists. 

Upcoming shows: 

* Rik Reese and the new line-up for Neon Highway will play Storm's on Mapleton Road in Moncton tomorrow night at 10 p.m. 
Joining Reese and Pete King are Ben Melanson and Kris Richards. 

* The Riverside-Albert Fire Department will be holding its fifth annual fundraiser country music jamboree at the Riverside-
Albert Curling Club on March 12 (storm date is March 13) at 7 p.m. Along with a great line-up of entertainers there will be an 
auction, door prizes and canteen services. For more info, contact Cecil at 506-882-2927. 

* NB Country is a regular feature about New Brunswick country music and performers. If you have an idea for a future NB 
Country column, contact Tony McGarrigle at kingscountycountry@yahoo.com 
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